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Guestbook opens: General manager Tony Allocca lounges by the sandy lagoan pool at the Beach Club Port Douglas.

‘Suite’ moment

AFTER 14 months of construction and
four court cases, the §50 million Beach
Club Port Douglas will welcome its first
guests on Friday.

Almost 70 contractors are working
overtime to complete last-minute touches
on what general manager Tony Allocea
said would be a new benchmark for the
Dutrigger group.

But Mr Allocca said the five-star “Medi-
terranean-style” resort would by Christ-
mas fall under the Peppers brand follow-

ing the recent $120 million acquisition of

Australian Outriggers by MFS.

Architect Leigh Ratcliffe, yesterday
brandishing a broom, said he was satis-
fied with the result after a “difficult” cou-
ple of years of court battles with the Doug-
las Shire Council and resort opponents.
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The council last year took legal
action against the developers over floor
space and was later forced to fork out
$100,000 to the Beach Club in an out-of-
court settlement.

“We finally started in July last vear
and then got the wettest wet season in 65
years, so we lost about 50 wet days,"” Mr
Ratcliffe said.

Housing eight different room Lypes
from standard spa suites to the penthouse,
three separate buildings wrap around a
1.2 megalitre lagoon pool which features
powder-white sand imported from Strad-
broke Island and a 9m waterfall tumbling
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from the entrance to the restaurant. The
luxuriously-appointed rooms have 106cm
plasma televisions, internet, laundries,
kitchens, surround sound, spas, plunge
pools or private pontoon pocl access - as
well as the first ceramic barbecues in a
RQueensland resort, Mr Allocca said.

The gymnasium would also be ready by
Friday, but the day spa was expected to
open around Christmas.

“We've had a phenomenal amount of
bookings and we're not even on websites
yet," Mr Allocea said during a sneak pre-
view of the resort vesterday.

All suites have already sold, including
the beach-facing penthouse to an expatri-
ate Australian for $2.7 million,

Most buyers, and guests, hailed from
Victoria and NSW, Mr Allocea said.




